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in fhewing you how the 

Heathen Philofophers had 
Bewilder’d themfelves, for want of Revela- 
tion, in their Conjeftures about the Beginning 
of the World. 

I have fhew’d before how they ran into 
the like miftakes concerning: the Original of 
Government : for they not knowing how the 
World or Mankind began, Fancy’d to them- 
felves Original States of Nature, fuch as ne- 
ver were in the World, of Aen all Loofe.and 
Independent of Each other 5 and how they 
Comrivd and Erefled GOVERNMENT, for 
their own Conveniency, and by their own 
Authority. But that as foon as they Embrac’d 
Chriftianity, and were Inftruéted out of the 
Holy Seriprures,they threw away all thefe fools 
ith Imaginations, and believ’d Government to 


(1.) Rebearfal. I Broke off fhort laft time 


. have been Founded by God, and to be ve- 


fted with His Authority. But our Whiggs Quote 
their Sayings while they were Heathen, but 
Reject them after they became Chriftians , and 
tun down the Holy Scriptures, whence they 
had their Information. All which I have 
before Abundantly fhew’d. 


(2.) Conntry-m. We are not now upon the 
Subject of Government. But I have a Que- 
ftion to Ask you upon what you faid laft 
time. You faid, That the Notion of the Jm- 
mortality of the Soul, you fuppos’d, had De- 
fcended to the Heathen Philofophers by Im- 
memorial Tradition from the Beginning of 
the World, and fo to be Founded upon the 
firft Revelation given of it to Adam. Will 
not this be.a ftrong Proof of that Oral Tra- 


_ dition fo much Contended for by the Papifts ? 


Rebearf. Rather againft it, Coantry-man. 
For that Notion of the Immortality of the 
Soul was Loft among many of the Heather 
Philofophers and Nations. And they who fet 
It up, and from whom others of them after- 
wards took it, were fuch as we have all Rea- 
fon to Believe were not only Converfant a- 
mong the ews, but had got a fight of their 
Scriptures of the Old Teftament. So that the 


Written Tradition Prefery’d the Oral, and with- : berty and Property ' 





out it the Oral fail’d. We cannot Suppofe the 
Egyptians to have been Ignorant of the Jewi{h 
Religion, among whom the J/raelites fojourn’d 
430 Years. And Egypt was then the Great 
Fountain of Learning. And from them to 
the Chaldeans, and then to the Greeks and 
Romans, the Tranfition is Eafie. Plato faid 
many things almoft in the words of the 
Scriptures: Not to mention Seneca, and others 
Later, who Flourifh’d after the Go/pel was 
Publifh’d. 


(3.) Country-m. But you fay; That feveral 
Inftitutions, as of Sacrifice, Priefthood, Mar- 
riage, &c.. were kept up among the Heathen, 
aud thefe were Univerfally kept up, by all 
forts of People: Why was not then that No+ 
tion of the Jsmortality of the Soul as Uni- 
verfally and Steddily carry’d on, as thefe other. 
Inftitutions ? 

Rehearf, The Belief of the Immortality of 
the Sox/, or of any thing elfe, isan A& of the 
Mind. \t is nothing to be extwardly done: 
And outward Aéfions are much Eafier kept 
up, and Traniimitted from hand to hand, 
than Opinions or Notions of things, which 
may Vary and Change by Degrees in ones 
own Mind, and fo to others, without any 
Publick Notice beiag taken of it. 

Country-m. 1 profefs I find this Plainly. 
For tho’ I have Forgot twenty of thofe Foo- 
lith Plays 1 us’d when I was a Boy, yet when 
I fee Boys in the Street at thofe fame Plays, 
it brings them into my Mind again, and 1 
can Remember fince I was at thofe fame 
Playsmy felf. Thus I fee Traditions are kept 
up in Aétions, even among Children. But I 
remember not a word of what I Thought at 
that Age. Thus Aétions may be kept up, 
when the Beginning or Reafon of them may 
be Quite Forgor and Loft. Idoubt not but 
ther was a Beginning and a Reafon too for that 
Cuftoms now among us of Throwing at Cocks 
on Shrove-tide. But that is not known with 
any of us Country- Folks; But the Cuftom is ftill 
kept up, and a Soy that were Hinder’d from 
this, wou’d be Apt to Rebell, as for his Li- 
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('4.) Rebearf, The Reafon of that Cuftem 
is an Oral Tradition, and it is Loft, becaufe 
it was not put into Writing, and fuch Books. 
Tranfmitted down to us. God order’d Aofes 
to Write the Law that He gave him in a 
Book, and that that Book fhou’d be carefully 
kept, and Tranfmitted down to Pofterity, 
Why do’s the Church of Rome take fach Care 
to Write and Print the Afts of their Councils, 
and the fuppos’d Decretals of their Popes, and 
their fenfelefs Legends? Cannot they Truft 
their Oral Tradition with all thefe, to which 
they Truft even their Faith? It is Evident 
that the Cabala er Oral Tradition of the Fews 
is the main Handle with them to Pervert 
their own Scriptures, and Harden them againft 
their True AZefiahb. And thus in the Church 
of Rome, their Oral Tradition is the Inter- 
preter of all Scriptures. 


(5.) Country-m. 1 am fufficiently Satisfy’d 
in this Point. Now let us Return to Dr. 
Coward. You have Excusd me from his 
Philofophical Niceties. But I wiil only fay 
thus much in-my Plain Natural way, That 
it feems to me Incomprehenfible, how a Piece 
of Earth can be wrought up to the Capa- 
city of Thinking, and having Free will and 
Choice; but much more how it fhou’d have 
a Confcience, and Senfe of Moral or Im-Mo- 
val Actions; but above all, how it can have 
any Religion, or the Knowlege of a God. 
Can bare A4atter do all this? If you come 
in with what Omnipotence can do, there | 
am ftopt/ But I only obferve, That when 
Omnipotence is Pleaded on Account of the 
Incarnation, Refurrefkion,-and other A4yfteries 
of our Religion, thefe Men Laugh at it, and 
call it a Subterfuge for Ignorance. Yet they 
themfelves Recur to it in Phitofopbical Dif- 
putes, where they Pretend-to Judge only 
by Reajon ! 

But. now the Iflue betwixt Dr. Coward and 
me is brought only to Scripture. And you 
tell me of feveral Avfwers have been Wrote 
to him. But let me Come in with my Clatcht- 
Fiff, 1 will not Dally with him, -nor goa- 
bout to Trip, Vil Knock him Down at once. 
I fancy I have as good skill in the Scriptures 
as he, for I Read them as oft, I believe, in 
my ‘Family, and go as oft to Church as the 
Doétor. 


(6.) And now I begin with him. What do’s 
he fay to that Text Matth. x. 28. Fear not 
them which can kikthe Body, but are not able to 
kill the Soul? 

Rehearf. He fays in his Second Thoughts, i ft. 
Edit. p.281.and 2d. Edit. p. 162. And in 
his Farther Thoughts, p.38. That by Soul here 
no more is meant but Life, that is, the Life 
of the Body. 

Country-m. Then the Text runs thus ac- 
cording to his Interpretation, Fear not them 
which can Kill the Body, but are. not able to Kiil 
the Life of the Body. * ~° 

Rebearf. He fays in the Places before Quo- 
ted, that to Kf the Life is not a Proper 
expreffion, and to Kit the Soul is, fays he, 
as Great a SOLeA:CIS M, becaufe the Sond means 
no more than the Life. 


he, As to the literal Expreffion of Killin " 
Ihave no Reafon to Fay ae , iz, the Sua, 
Country-m. This is fair Play. He will y 
be Bound by the Expreffions of Seripray| 
He had as good fay, Throw them all away 
for I will not be Bound by them. This isi 


Meaning throughout. He calls this Expref 
fion a Solecifm, that is,1 fuppofe, a Blurider oe 
Non-Senfe. But it is his Interpretation sit 
that makesit fo. That Men are not able tg 
Kill the Soul, in our fenfe of the Werg ig 
Plain and Eafy. But if by the Sou no more 
is Meant than the Life of the-Bady, then ig. 
deed it is Non-Senfe, Solecifm, and what he 
will. And if he had any Regard to th 
Scripture, this wou’d be enough to turn hin 
from his Opinion, that it makes Non-fenf 
of the Scriptures. It makes St. AZatthep fay, 
That a Man may Kill the Body, and yet 
not take away the Life of the Body. - 
Rehearf. He fays, ther are feveral Figura. 
tive Expreflions, which muft not be taken 
Literally, aS, This is my Body, &c. 
Country-m. But where is the Figure inthis 
of St. Matthew? Ther is none but what he 
makes, to fuppofe that the Sou/ means no 
more thanthe Life of the Body. And this 
makes the Text, as he fays, a Solecifm, In 
a Figure, if we put the thing Meant inftead 
of the Figure, it makes the Expreflion Plain, 
As This is the Reprejentative ot my Body. But 
it is Quite Contrary here, for to put the Lif 
of the Body for the.word Sox/, which the 
Dr. fays is the true Meaning, is that which 
makes the Solecifm, and all the Difficulty. 
The Expreflion is Eafie in the Literal Senfe. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


Acrifice the Divine Service, from the G: 
venant of Grace, to the Confummation of 
the Myftery of Man’s Redemption. By %. 
Scandret, Prieft of the Church of England: 
To which is prefix’d a Letter to the Author, 
from the Reverend Mr. @harles Leflie ; Chane 
cellor of the Cathedral of Connor, in the King- 
dom of sreland. . 
Emoirs of the Affairs of Scotlaed, con- 
taining a full and Impartial Account 
of the Revolution in that Kingdom, begun in 
1§67. Faithfully Publifh’d from an Authentick 
M S. By Her Majefty’sHiftoriographer for the 
Kingdom of Scotland. 
Parallel between the Faith and Doétrine 
of the prefent Quakers, and that of the 
Chiet Hereticks in all Ages of the Church. 
And alfoa Parallel berwen Quakerifm and Popery. 
N Anfwer to fome Queries, concerning 
A Schifm, Toleration, &c. In a Letter 
to aFriend. 


quired into, purely on Church Principles ia 

feveral Letters. 

Bye (but I hope not) telling what will 
come of it, 2 parts, in anfwer to the Occa 

fional Letter. 

fe Wolf Stript of his Shepherds Cloathing, 
in anfwer to a late Celebrated Book intitul'd 

Moderation a Vertue. 





And therefore fays | 


HE Eftablifhment of the Church, the 
Prefervation ‘of the State. 
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